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A wedding Web site with 'no dowry' clause
Reuters 
Posted: Friday, Oct 12, 2007 at 0000 hrs IST
Updated: Friday, Oct 12, 2007 at 1607 hrs IST

New Delhi, October 12:: Gifts of
cash and gold may be essential to
getting a husband in India, but
hundreds of people are flocking to a
matrimonial Web site which finds
suitable partners averse to this
traditional practice of dowry.

Nearly 6,000 people have signed up
to idontwantdowry.com, which aims
at eradicating the custom outlawed
in India more than four decades ago
but still widely practised.

According to the tradition, brides
must gift their future husbands with
valuables -- usually money and
gold, but which can range from
washing machines to plots of land.

The website, founded by software
professional Satya Naresh in April
2006, met with little response
initially as people seemed wary of
admitting they did not want dowry.

"There was this feeling that if a man
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didn't want dowry, there must be
something wrong with him," said
Naresh.

But things have improved since. At
last count, around 3,800 men and
2,100 women had registered online.

"When we started, we had expected
the number of women and poor
people to be more. But it's educated
people like doctors and IT
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people like doctors and IT
professionals who are a majority,"
said Naresh, who lives in the south
Indian city of Hyderabad.

Members, however, still pay close
attention to factors such as social
caste and religion while choosing
potential mates. But the Web site's
founder says these are minor
hurdles.

"The dowry system is the major challenge. Women kill their daughter-in-laws for not bringing
enough dowry, not for some other reason," said Naresh.

"I just want to focus on this issue for now."

Police say the most common form of domestic violence in India is dowry-related and that one
case of cruelty is committed by the husband or his relatives every nine minutes.

Taking inspiration from 2006 Nobel Peace Prize winner Muhammad Yunus, whose Grameen
Bank in Bangladesh lifted millions out of poverty, Naresh said he wants to take the
grassroots approach in his war against dowry.

He has started a classifieds section on the Web site, aimed at people in rural areas who are
unlikely to surf the Internet.

"They give us the details on our customer service helpline and we put it up as classifieds on
the Web site, so that people can get back to them on the phone," said Naresh.

As part of the Web site's activities, all registered members can check out prospective brides
and grooms face to face at 'Swayamvarams', or matrimonial meetings, held at a common
venue.

At these events, those in attendance take a pledge...
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Comments

» i w ill not give dowry
Posted by neeraja on 2009-01-21 09:16:32.44318+05:30 
idon"t want to give the dowry to bride as i am very poor and my parents struggled very much for my
studies and i don"t want to troble them for dowry

Reply  Forw ard

» marriage
Posted by C.Rohil Kumar on 2008-12-17 19:31:30.348829+05:30 
hi i m rohil doing mbbs nd i m interested 2 marry a girl with out dowry b'cause it creates a negative
feeling in minds of girls who marry them.

Reply  Forw ard

» marriage
Posted by vinay on 2008-08-27 19:27:34.821734+05:30 
marriage

Reply  Forw ard
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» i will not give dowry
Posted by neera ja on 2009-01-21 09:23:43.503701+05:30 
i dont Want to give dowry because i don"t want to troble my parents

Reply  Forw ard

Home  Print Edition  Latest News  Stocks  epapers Archives Subscribe  Company Info

About Us | Contact Us | Advertisers | Site Map | Make us your homepage | Work for Us | RSS | Subscribe | Electronic Edition | Privacy Policy
© 2010: The Indian Express Limited. All rights reserved throughout the w orld

 PDFmyURL.com

javascript:con('div3', 2026631)
javascript:forward('div3')
http://www.financialexpress.com/
http://www.financialexpress.com/feprint.php
http://www.financialexpress.com/listing.php
http://www.financialexpress.com/stocks.php
http://www.expressindia.com/login.php?from=http://www.expressindia.com/epaper
http://www.financialexpress.com/archiveSiteMap.php
javascript:void(0)
http://www.financialexpress.com/company_info.php
http://www.expressindia.com/expressgroup/
http://www.financialexpress.com/static/feedback/
http://www.financialexpress.com/static/adwithus/
http://www.financialexpress.com/static.php?q=sitemap
http://www.financialexpress.com/news/A-wedding-Web-site-with-no-dowry-clause/227590/#
http://www.expressindia.com/expressgroup/careers.php
http://www.expressindia.com/syndications/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.expressindia.com/login.php?from=http://www.expressindia.com/epaper
http://www.financialexpress.com/static/privacy/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

